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Literacy Is Transformative
Literacy increases earning
potential, decreases
inequality, improves health
outcomes and breaks the cycle of
poverty.
Yet there are 740 million
illiterate people in the world
and 250 million children of
primary school age who lack
basic reading and writing skills
(UNESCO).
Books are necessary for the
development of these skills, and
still 50% of schools in Africa have
few or no books at all (SAQMEC).

Worldreader is on a mission to bring digital
books to every child and her family, so that
they can improve their lives.

Worldreader’s Model
A solution in the digital era

Most experience
implementing e-reading
education programs
Only
organization in
the world doing
this

Largest collection
of culturally
relevant e-books

Best mobile reading
apps for the
developing world

E-readers in Schools

Countries:

11

*Ghana, Kenya, Malawi, Uganda,
Rwanda, South Africa, Tanzania,
Zambia, Zimbabwe, Ethiopia, Nigeria.

Schools & libraries:

106

People reading:

36,700

E-books delivered:

1,340,047

E-readers deployed:

7,862

Book titles available:

3,905

Worldreader Mobile

Countries:

50

People reading:

148.437

Book titles available:

12,473

Worldreader Mobile is available worldwide. The 50 countries listed
have at least 1,000 monthly users. To see the entire list, visit
http://www.worldreader.org/where-we-are/.

Worldreader Impact
185,137
Monthly readers
50
countries
15,519
books in our library
2,201,405
People reached since 2010

Our Digital Library
Our library consists of 15,519 African and international book titles in 44 languages
from Kiswahili to Hausa.
We believe that when students begin to read, they are more engaged when the
stories are familiar to them. With digital books, we can provide culturally-relevant,
local content and scale our projects in ways traditional book drives have failed.
FEATURED BOOKS:

To learn more about our books, visit Our Library.

Publishing Partners
While we work with various international publishers to increase access of a broad
range of reading materials, the majority of books we distribute are written by African
authors.
We work closely with many African publishing partners and authors to make their
books available to children in our program and to the world through platforms such
as the Kindle store. We hold workshops periodically to update these partners on
best practices in digital publishing.
FEATURED PUBLISHERS:

To learn more about our publishing work, click here.

A Research-Based
Organization!
Worldreader gauges success by extensively
measuring the number of books read
before and after deployment and students’
reading ability. We also evaluate our own
ability to provide delivery and support to
Worldreader-sponsored and partner
projects.
We frequently publish the results of our
research and our findings have been
mentioned in scholarly journals.
Reports can be found at
www.worldreader.org/learnings.

Research Results
iRead Studies
In 2012, Worldreader shared the
results of the largest external
measurement of impact, the
USAID-funded report from ILC
Africa, which studied the
ongoing impact of the
Worldreader iREAD pilot
program in Ghana. This study
found that the students:

- carried an average of 107 books each. Prior to the e-reader
program, the average primary school household owned 3 books
- increased their reading by 7.6% in a short 7-month period
versus the control classrooms
- downloaded over 6,000 free books during the course of the
study, in addition to the local and international textbooks and
storybooks provided by Worldreader

Worldreader’s iREAD 2
project, funded by an All
Children Reading grant from
USAID, World Vision and AusAid,
aimed to improve early grade
reading skills for students in
selected classrooms in Ghana.
The project’s midterm evaluation
was carried out in July 2013 and
found that students in our
programs:

- improved 94% in mother tongue oral reading fluency after
just 5 months
- Girls in our programs improved twice as fast in oral
reading fluency as girls in neighboring schools, closing an
existing gender gap
- Improved over 50%more in English on both letter sound
knowledge and invented word decoding

Research Results
UNESCO Report
In April 2014, UNESCO, in coalition with Worldreader and Nokia,
released the results of the largest survey on mobile reading in the
developing world, which revealed that mobile devices can help
significantly enhance people’s literacy skills. Key findings include:
-

-

On average, mobile readers in developing countries are
primarily male (77%)
Women read longer than men, spending 207 minutes per
month reading, while males spend only 33 minutes
Over 60% of Worldreader users enjoy reading even more
after they started reading on their mobile devices and, as a
result, they are reading more
One in three respondents said they read to children from
their mobile phones and a further one-third of the respondents
said they would do so if there were more kid-friendly reading
material available
60% of respondents cited lack of content as the primary
barrier to mobile reading
Only 18% noted concerns around cost, while half claimed
they never worry about cost
90% of respondents said they intend to spend more time
reading on their mobile phones in the next year

Partnerships
Worldreader actively seeks partners to help transform reading in the developing world.

Worldreader Team

David Risher
CEO & Co-Founder
As Worldreader’s CEO, David is a lifelong reader who
knows that books have the power to change lives, just as
they have changed his. He has been at the forefront of
technology for more than two decades, first as a general
manager at Microsoft and later as Amazon.com’s Senior
Vice President for Retail and Marketing, responsible for
growing the company from $16 million to $4 billion in sales.
David has also taught at the University of Washington’s
Business School where he was elected Professor of the
Year. He has served as president of the Board of the
Benjamin Franklin International School, and is a member of
ESADE Business School’s International Advisory Board and
the International Advisory Board of Catalonia.
David has a Comparative Literature degree from Princeton
University and a MBA from the Harvard Business School. In
2011, he was named a Microsoft Alumni Foundation
Integral Fellow and a Draper Richards Kaplan Social
Entrepreneur.

Colin McElwee
Co-Founder, Business
Development Africa & Europe
Colin is Co-founder of Worldreader and focuses on
business development, putting to good use his for-profit
and non-profit experience across the globe. Most recently,
Colin was the first director of marketing at ESADE Business
School in Barcelona, where he helped establish the
school’s reputation as a world-class business education
provider. Prior to that, he started his career as an
economist for several Brussels-based lobbies to the
European Commission, and later worked in global
marketing in the consumer goods sector for Scottish &
Newcastle PLC. He has two young daughters and like them
is an avid reader of books (now there’s a surprise!).
Colin has a degree in economics from the University of
Manchester and an MBA from ESADE Business School. He
is an invited member of the Global Agenda Council on
Africa of the World Economic Forum.

The Tipping Point
Worldreader’s Goals for 2017

50,000

E-book Library

Publishers go digital
and meet new market demand

1 Million

E-readers and e-books
are cheaper than textbooks

14 Million

Mobile companies readily
promote free e-reading apps

Students E-Reading

WR Mobile Users

Worldreader shifts
from catalyst to connector

Additional Resources
Videos

Additional Links

Doris’ Story
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lRCBUCRWMHE

Books available in the Worldreader program:
http://www.worldreader.org/what-we-do/worldreaderbooks/

Worldreader Kids: Get Books Into the Most Remote
Places
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DXPb7exST2A

Reports:
http://www.worldreader.org/learnings/

Okanta Kate’s Story
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X4I1lbf4TKo

Photos:
http://www.worldreader.org/about-us/mediaroom/
photos/

Two students talk about their excitement with ereaders
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uhAuD65WYnk

Blog:
http://blog.worldreader.org/

Teachers’ reaction to e-readers in the classroom
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bul23wfRk_0

Logos and banners:
http://www.worldreader.org/support-us/spread-theword-with-our-sharp-banners/

David Risher talk to Jeffrey Brown on PBS Newshour
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/entertainment-julydec13-worldreaders_11-29/

Nadja Borovac
Director of Marketing & Communications (Acting)
nadja@worldreader.org

www.worldreader.org

Julia Valencoso
Assistant Marketing Manager
julia@worldreader.org

Facebook.com/worldreader

@worldreaders

